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Father, 
 Life giving, 
 loving, 
 forgiving yet firm, 
 encouragingð 
 have patience with me 
 as I learn to walk in your footsteps. 
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St. Joseph Parish Religious Education Program 

340 Manor Avenue, Downingtown, PA 19335 
(610) 873-8798                           www.stjoeprepdtown.org 

email: stjoeprep2@yahoo.com                          stjosephdre@yahoo.com 
 

PREP Mission Statement  

 
We in the St. Joseph Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) are part of a parish 

family that is deeply committed to the religious education of our children. Our program 
strives to foster faith formation through teaching the message of Christ, celebration of the 
Sacraments, family involvement, and community service. We encourage our children to 

bring Jesus into their daily lives and to become stewards of our Catholic faith. 
 

St. Joseph PREP  
 

On behalf of the St. Joseph PREP faculty, we welcome you and your child to our parish 
religious education program. This program is open to all parish-registered members with 
children ages 3 1/2 and 4; and children from grades kindergarten through 12 who attend 
public or nonparochial schools. 
 

Parish Leadership  

Pastor:    Rev. Msgr. William Lynn 

Parochial Administrator: Rev. Joseph C. McLoone 

Parochial Vicars:  Rev. Brian Kean 

Resident:   Rev. Matthew  W. Guckin 

Permanent Deacon:  Deacon Edward Schiappa 
    

DRE:    Mrs. Kathy Thomas 

PREP Office Personnel: Mrs. Mary Ann Korpics 
 

School Principal:  Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
 

Mass Schedule  

Monday through Friday: 7 and 9 a.m. 
Saturday morning:  8 a.m. 
Saturday evening:  5 p.m. 
Sunday:   6, 7:30, 9, 10:30 a.m.;  
    12 noon; 4 p.m. 
 

Confession Schedule  

Saturday:   3:30-4:30  
Wednesday morning:  6:30 and 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday evening:  6:30 p.m. 
 
Parish web page address: http://www.stjoesdtown.org 

mailto:stjoeprep2@yahoo.com
mailto:stjosephdre@yahoo.com
http://www.stjoesdtown.org/
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Parental Participation  

ñThe Christian home is the first school and the parents are the first to communicate the 
faith to their children.ò   Vatican II 
 

Since example is more powerful than words, parents are urged to: 
ü provide an atmosphere of prayer in the home 
ü promote Saturday/Sunday Mass as a family 
ü encourage frequent reception of Penance and Eucharist 
ü model Catholic ethics and gospel charity within and outside of the family 
ü attend sacramental-preparation workshops 
ü reinforce the catechistôs work by seeing that their children arrive on time for class 

and by supervising study and written assignments 
ü participate in activities sponsored by PREP 
ü return signed communication envelopes and progress reports on time 
ü support the code of acceptable behavior and dress 
ü observe the arrival and dismissal routine 
ü notify the PREP office and individual catechist about special learning needs of their 

children; absences and emergency lateness; pertinent health and medical 
information; and change of address, telephone, or other family information. (If 
moving out of the parish, parents should notify the PREP office and the student 
records will be forwarded.) 

 

Registration implies commitment to all sessions.  
 

Class Schedules  
 

Sunday 
3 1/2* & 4s, Kindergarten 8:50 to 9:50 a.m. 
Grades 1 to 6   8:50 to 10:05 a.m. 
Kindergarten    10:20to 11:20 a.m. 
Grades 1 to 6   10:20 to 11:35 a.m. 
                               *must be 3 years old by March 1, 2009, and toilet-trained 
 

Monday 
Kindergarten          4:45 to 5:45 p.m. 
Grades 1 to 6          4:45 to 6 p.m. 
Grades 1 to 6          6:45 to 8 p.m. 
Upper-level Confirmation 
    class (grade 7 and up)     6:45 to 8 p.m.(once in November and then weekly starting in January) 
Lower Level Initiation  &  
    Upper Level Initiation   6:45 to 8 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 
Grades 1 to 6         6:45 to 8 p.m. 
 

Day of class will be chosen at registration. Class changes can be 
made until August 15 if space is available. 
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Student Responsibilities  
 

The communication of religious truths needs an atmosphere of love and trust so that each 
child may have a fulfilling experience of faith. For this experience to take place, mutual 
respect is imperative. Student responsibilities for creating this atmosphere include: 
ü respectful attitude and speech to teachers and fellow students at all times; 
ü cooperation in classroom and program projects; 
ü reverent attention to and participation in prayer services and teaching component; 
ü punctuality, preparedness (e.g., bringing textbook, completing homework), study, 

attentiveness (e.g., no gum chewing), appropriate dress (e.g., no hats on boys or girls 
in the building, no inappropriate clothing (e.g. pajama bottoms, no rollerblade 
sneakers , no cleats, ), and responsibility (e.g., caring for books and property of other 
students who use the same classroom and for school property).  

ü Use of cell phones, or other electronic devices, is NOT permitted during class time. 
 

Absen tee/ Lateness Policy  
 

Students are expected to attend all classes in a given academic year. Given the fact that 
unforeseen circumstances arise, the following policy has been instituted: 
ü A written note from the parent is required to explain all absences for grades 1ð6. 

Catechists will assign make up work, which parents are responsible for having 
children complete and turn in by the next class. 

ü Three (3) absences = parent/child meeting with the DRE plus a grade level 
appropriate makeïup assignment. 

ü Four (4) absences = a warning to parent that their child may be dismissed for the 
program for the remainder of the year if absences continue (case-by-case review of 
situation). 

ü Five (5) absences = parent/child meeting with DRE; child dismissed from the 
program; parents finish year at home  and schedule child for testing in the PREP 
office by August before the child can advance to the next grade level. 

Late arrivals and early dismissals are disruptive to the rhythm of each class. Parents are 
encouraged to be on time and to keep their children in class for the full time. Extenuating 
circumstances will be taken into account. The Absentee Policy includes lateness and early 
dismissals as follows: 
Three( 3) late arrivals/early dismissals = one (1) absence (refer to policy above). 
Children arriving late (5 minutes or more after the designated start time ) will be given a 

late slip at the lobby desk to take to class with them and give to the catechist. 
 

Arrival  
 

Students who arrive at their classrooms before their teacher should wait quietly in the 
hallway outside the classroom until the teacher arrives. No student is permitted in any 
classroom without a teacher. 
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Attendance  
 
To derive the maximum benefit from classroom activities and formal instructions, students 
should strive for punctual and consistent attendance. According to policy, candidates 
preparing to receive a Sacrament (Penance, Eucharist, Confirmation) must have had at 
least two (2) years of religious education immediately preceding the reception of the 
Sacrament. It is strongly recommended that a child accrue no more than three (3) 
absences. 

Time is a gift we value greatly, and we are therefore challenged to make the most of the 
limited time we do have with your children. We ask you to help your children arrange their 
extracurricular activities around the instructional time scheduled for PREP classes. (see 
Absentee/Lateness Policy) 

 

Bullying  

Bullying involves actions or words against another for the purpose of inflicting physical or 
emotional harm or discomfort or damage to a personôs reputation that is intimidating or 
threatening and affects the learning environment. If bullying is threatening harm, a student 
should tell a catechist, adult volunteer and/or the Director of Religious Education 
immediately. 

Calendar  

A calendar with class dates is enclosed. 
 

Change of Address or Phone Number  

 

We would appreciate your notifying the PREP office as well as the Parish Offices of a 
change of address or telephone number as soon as is possible. 

 

Class Cancellations  
 

In the event of inclement weather, an announcement will be posted on the website 
(www.stjoeprepdtown.org) and an email will be sent (if you are not receiving PREP emails, 
please email stjoeprep2@yahoo.com and you will be added to our list).  Closings also will be 
announced on KYW 1060 AM by number (1353, under Chester County). Please do not 
call the Parish Offices or School. If Downingtown school district closes or dismisses early due to 
inclement weather, PREP classes for that day will be canceled automatically 

 

 

Class Location  
 

First floor: Rooms 111 through 133,  K1, K2  and K3 

Second floor: Rooms 241 through 283 , honors math, music , PREP office, and Science  (see 
MAP  towards the end of the Handbook). 
 

 

http://www.stjoeprepdtown.org/
mailto:stjoeprep2@yahoo.com
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Communications  
 

Thorough communication between parents and the program is extremely important to the 
achievement of our collaborative goals. Avenues of communication used to inform parents 
of major happenings may take one of the following forms: 

ü information will be posted on our website www.stjoeprepdtown.org  
ü emails to parents (if you are not currently receiving emails please email 

stjoeprep2@yahoo.com to be added to our list). If you do NOT have internet capability, 
please notify the PREP office in writing. Hard copies will be available for you to pick-
up in the PREP Office. 

ü notices in the parishôs weekend bulletin 
ü informational meetings 

Parents should check their childôs folder weekly for important notices and homework 
assignments. Occasionally, a teacher may feel the need to contact a parent. Teacher-parent 
communication is encouraged to resolve troublesome issues, and teachers have been 
encouraged to involve parents at the earliest sign of a problem. Parents are encouraged to 
contact the DRE any time a question or concern arises. 

 

Damage  
 

Children are expected to respect the personal property of the classroom in which they 
meet and the desk to which they are assigned. There is no need for children to touch 
anything inside anotherôs desk é or items hanging in the halls.  
Parents will be required to pay for any damage caused by their child. 

 

Discipline  
 

Good conduct is expected from every child who is attending PREP. A disruption is unfair 
to both the teacher and the other students. Serious breaches of conduct, such as constant 
interruptions of the class, destruction of property, etc., are cause for a child to be dismissed 
from class and sent to the DRE. Parents will be notified of the situation. 
 
 

Dismissal  
 

All children in the preschool, kindergarten, and grade 1 must be picked up by a parent. If 
an adult other than a parent is picking up the child, the teacher must be notified in 
writing. Your cooperation in adhering to this dismissal policy is greatly appreciated. 

 

Early Dismissal  
 
 

Early dismissal should be considered an unusual occurrence. In the event that this is 
necessary, the following procedure must be followed: Send a note to the teacher so that 
your child may be sent to the office at the correct time. The parent must meet the child in 
the PREP office (second floor). No exceptions.  (see Absentee/Lateness Policy) 
 

http://www.stjoeprepdtown.org/
mailto:stjoeprep2@yahoo.com
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Home Assignments  
 

As part of the studentsô religious education, homework will be required for grades 1 to 6. 
Each teacher will notify the students. As parents, your cooperation in this matter is 
expected so that the child will finish homework on time. We urge you to show your 
interest in your childôs religious education by discussing throughout the week the material 
covered in class. There is a designated section for you to read and discuss with your child. 
Please use this section as often as you can to reinforce classroom instruction. 
 

Learning Challenges; Health Concerns  
 

Please help us help your child by alerting the PREP Coordinator to any special learning 
challenges your child has. Your child participates in an academic situation while here. 
Please help us to assist your child in the best way possible. Please let the teacher and the 
office know in writing.We want to support each student in the way that is best for him or 
her. If your child has any medical conditions of which we should be aware (e.g., bee-sting 
allergies), as with learning challenges, please let the teacher and the office know in writing. 
Also provide a cell-phone number and email address if possible for the office to have on 
file.    

  Parking Lot  
 

Extreme care must be used in our busy lot. Watch out for all of our children. Always 
exercise care in the parking lot. Do not park in the bus/fire lane in front of school or in 
the handicapped parking unless appropriate. The bus lane is blocked off during class time, 
as a ñsafeò zone for meeting children coming out of the school. Please encourage your 
child(ren) not to run between, around, in front of, or behind other parked cars. Please be 
mindful of moving vehicles at any time of the day. Also, please do not park in the driveway 
at the end of the building (cafeteria side). Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

Progress reports (Level  1 through Confirmation ) 
 

As in all formal educational processes, the students will be tested on the material taught. 
Testing can occur in a number of different ways (written or in a number of different ways). 
Progress reports will be issued three (3) times during the year. Teachers will give the 
progress reports directly to the students. Parents are to read, sign, and return to the 
classroom the following week the first two progress reports. They may keep the final report.  

 

Re-registration  
 

We ask that you re-register for PREP classes each spring. In this way we are able to update 
our records, attend to class changes, etc. Once in the program, you will be sent re-regis-
tration printouts each spring on which you can indicate changes in class sessions and other 
data. Return these printouts via the return mail envelope to the PREP Office ASAP to 
ensure class-session choice. Registration is handled on a first come, first placed. Envelopes 
are opened in order of their postmarked date. Some grade levels in some sessions fill up 
before the first dayôs mail is completely opened.  
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Preschool and kindergarten program  
 

This program provides children with the means to participate in the worship of God at a 
level they can appreciate and understand. Thus, they come to know God during these 
impressionable and formative years. 
3 1/2 and Four Year Olds: This program initiates preschoolers into the joy of learning 
about Godôs love, his world, and his teachings. Children will learn through Bible stories, 
songs, prayers, and crafts at a level they can understand and participate in. 
Four Year Olds: Students will use RCL Benziger  Stories of Godôs Love. The children will 
learn of Godôs love the way they learn bestðwith their eyes, hands, voices, and bodies, 
dramatizing the Gospel stories. 
Kindergarten: The kindergarten program is designed to open children to Godôs love 
through a discovery of the many good things he has placed in their world. 

 

Levels  1 to 5  

We Believe series, William H. Sadlier, Inc. 
 

Level 1: Children are introduced to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They discover 
the beauty of Godôs world and begin to think of God in a personal way as they come to 
realize that they are part of Godôs family. 
 

Level 2 (Reconciliation and Communion): Children learn about the Sacraments, with 
emphasis on Penance and Eucharist. As they grow more aware of belonging, loving, and 
being loved, children become more sensitive to sin and the need for forgiveness. They are 
introduced to the parts of the Mass, the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, and the 
partaking of the Eucharist. Children will receive Penance in the winter and Eucharist in 
the spring. 
 

Level 3: This year focuses on the childôs identity as a member of the Catholic faith 
community. It presents key aspects of what it means to be Catholic by teaching 
discipleship, liturgy and worship, and leadership of the church community. 
 

Level 4: This year aims to help children grow in Christian moral life by living according to 
the law of love and the Beatitudes. The children discover why God gave us the 
Commandments and explore ways to be more just and peaceful in building up Godôs 
kingdom. 
 

Level 5: This year emphasizes the Sacraments, the expression of Christôs continued love for 
us, and ways we live out these Sacraments as members of the Catholic Church. 
 

Confirmation  

Inspired by  the Spirit, Confirmation,  William H. Sadlier, Inc. 
 
Level 6 (Confirmation): The purpose of this level is to help students become sensitive to 
Godôs presence and his message for our contemporary world while preparing to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 

Special Education: Each child will learn to love God according to his or her level of 
development. 
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Prayer  
 

Archdiocesan guidelines require that prayer memorization be part of the religious 
education curriculum. Prayer memorization for grades 1 to 6 is worked on at home. A 
prayer sheet with the required prayers will be sent home. Below is a list of the prayers 
children in each grade must memorize. 

 

Prayers We Cherish and Commit to Memory 
Grade 1     Grade 2 
Sign of the Cross    Grade 1 prayers 
Our Father     Act of Contrition 
Hail Mary     Form of Confession 
Glory Be to the Father 
 
Grade 3     Grade 4 
Grades 1-2 prayers    Grades 1-3 prayers 
Apostlesô Creed    Hail, Holy Queen 
Morning Offering    The Rosary 
 
Grade 5     Grade 6 
Grades 1-4 prayers    Grades 1-5 prayers 
Prayers at Mass     Acts of Faith, Hope, and Love 
The Angelus     Come, Holy Spirit 

 

PREP Office (610 ) 873-8798 
 

The PREP office is on the second of floor of the parish school. An adult volunteer will 
always be in the office during all class sessions.  

Hours during the PREP year (September ï May): 
 Sunday: 8 a.m. ï noon 

 Monday and Tuesday: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
 Wednesday and Thursday : 9 a.m. ï 4 p.m. 

 Friday and Saturday: CLOSED  
Summer Hours (JuneïAugust): 
 Monday through Thursday: 9 a.m.ð2:00 p.m. 
  

Safe environment  

All volunteers are required to submit to a criminal-record check, a child-abuse clearance, 
and attend a safe environment session, ñProtecting Godôs Children.ò They also are 
required to follow the rules and guidelines of the Volunteerôs Code of Conduct. 

 

 

Supplies  

At the beginning of the year, students in grade 1 through Confirmation class will receive a 
textbook and folder. Students are required to bring their book and folder with them to 
every class. A replacement fee ($25) will be charged for lost texts. Pencils, crayons, paper, 

PREP 
Office  
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and other supplies are provided for each student as needed. 
 

 

Works of Mercy  

Each grade level will be involved in various outreach projects during the year. Separate 
communications about these efforts will be sent home with the students 

 

 

volunteering  

 

PREP is able to maintain a high level of performance because of the exemplary work of 
volunteer lay men and women, who are an intrinsic part of 
this organization. However, to remain at a high level, our 
organization must always seek to improve its operation and 
to bring in new, enthusiastic people willing to sacrifice time 
to further the work. You can help in many ways, all of which 
are important. Please contact the office to see how your gifts 
can be used. Thank you. 

 

 

Prayers  

 
Sign of the Cross 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN 
 

Our Father 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. AMEN 
 

Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at 
the hour of our death. AMEN 
 

Glory Be to the Father (Doxology) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. AMEN 
 

Apostlesô Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead;  he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand  of God the Father almighty;  from there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of 
sins,  the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  AMEN. 
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Grace Before Meals 
Bless us, O Lord, and these your gifts, which we are about to receive from your bounty, 
through Christ our Lord. AMEN 

 

An Act of Faith 
O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine Persons, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit; I believe that your divine Son became man, and died for our sins, and that he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe these truths which the holy Catholic 
Church teaches, because you have revealed them, who can neither deceive nor be deceived. 
AMEN 
 

An Act of Hope 
O my God, relying on your infinite goodness and promises, I hope to obtain pardon of my 
sins, the help of your grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, my 
Lord and Redeemer. AMEN 
 

An Act of Love 
O my God, I love you above all things, with my whole heart and soul, because you are all-
good and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of you. I forgive 
all who have injured me, and I ask pardon of all whom I have injured. AMEN 
 

The Angelus 
The angel of the Lord declared to Mary and she conceived by the Holy Spirit. Hail Mary . .  
Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me according to your word. Hail Mary . . . 
And the Word was made Flesh. And dwelled among us. Hail Mary . . .  
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we may be worthy of the promises of Christ. 
Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts that we to 
whom the incarnation of Christ your Son was made known by the message of an angel 
may, by his passion and cross, be brought to the glory of his resurrection, through Christ 
our Lord. AMEN 
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The Mysteries of the Rosary 
 The Joyful Mysteries 
 The Annunciation 
 The Visitation 
 The Birth of Jesus 
 The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 
 The Finding of Jesus in the Temple 
 

 
 
The Sorrowful Mysteries 
 The Agony in the Garden  
 The Scourging at the Pillar 
 The Crowning with Thorns 
 The Carrying of the Cross 
 The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus 
 

 
 

 

The Luminous Mysteries 
 Jesusô Baptism in the Jordan 
 The Miracle at the Wedding at Cana 
 The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God 
 The Transfiguration 
 The Institution of the Eucharist 
 

 

 
 
The Glorious Mysteries 
 The Resurrection 
 The Ascension 
 The Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles 
 The Assumption of Mary into Heaven 
 The Coronation of Mary in Heaven

 
 

Hail, Holy Queen 
Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy; hail, our life, our sweetness, and our hope! To you do we cry, poor banished 
children of Eve; to you do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn, then, most 
gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy toward us; and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, 
Jesus.  
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary 
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2011-2012 PREP Calendar 
    St Joseph Parish  Religious Education  Program  

340 Manor Ave, Downingtown, PA  19335  

  stjoeprep2@yahoo.com   (610) 873 - 8798    www.stjoeprepdto wn.org                              
 

 

September 2011   October 2011   November 2011  
S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 
    1 2 3        1    1 2 3 4 5 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  9 10 11 12 13 14 15  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24  16 17 18 19 20 21 22  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

25 26 27 28 29 30   23 24 25 26 27 28 29  27 28 29 30    

        30 31              
Classes begin Sunday 9/11, Monday 9/12                        Saturday, October 29    8:00 am ï 12 noon        ONLY  Tuesday 11/8 NO PREP classes   
Tuesday 9/13 for levels 1 through 6.                                                    Sacramental Parent Forum                Sunday 11/6 and Monday 11/7 PREP  

Preschool and Kindergarten begin                                           At least one parent of children receiving                                 classes meet 

Sunday 9/18 and Monday 9/19                                 sacraments this year REQUIRED to attend 
                      ONLY  Monday 10/31 NO PREP classes   
                      Sunday 10/30 and Tuesday 11/1 PREP classes meet.  
                

December 2011   January 2012   February 2012  
S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 
    1 2 3  1 2 3 4 5 6 7     1 2 3 4 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31  29 30 31      26 27 28 29    
      First Penance:  January 25 & 26 @ 7:00 PM         

ONLY  Sunday 1/29 NO PREP classes                    
Monday 1/30 and Tuesday1/31 PREP classes meet.   

*Confirmation Retreat, Saturday, 1/28 * 
¶  

March 2012   April 2012   May 2012  
S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 
    1 2 3  1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4 5 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31  29 30       27 28 29 30 31   
CONFIRMATION: March 3 @ 10:00 am and 1:30 pm                                           First Communion: Saturday May 5@ 9:00AM, 11:15 AM and 

1:30 PM                            The last Sunday 
class is 5/13;          

                            the last Monday class is 5/14; 
                            the last Tuesday class is 5/15. 

 
 

CLASS CANCELLATIONS 
In the event of inclement weather, an announcement will be recorded on the answering 
machine in the PREP office (610) 873-8798. An email will be sent to families (please email 
stjoeprep2@yahoo.com to have your email added to the list. An announcement with be posted 
on the website http://ww.stjoeprepdtown.org. Closings will also be announced on KYW 1060 by 
number (1353, under Chester County). If Downingtown school district is in session on a day 
when PREP meets and the district closes or dismisses early due to inclement weather, PREP 
classes will be canceled automatically. 

 

NO classes meet on dates with an ñX. 

mailto:stjoeprep2@yahoo.com
http://www.stjoeprepdtown.org/
mailto:stjoeprep2@yahoo.com
http://ww.stjoeprepdtown.org/
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St.Joseph PREP 
2011-2012 Calendar~at~glance  

 

 
 S M T W T F S                                                                                                          

Aug 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
(15) Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(20) Safe Environment ñProtecting Godôs Childrenò 9:30 am -12 noon ï Meeting Rooms#2&3 

2011 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
(23) Communion (level 2 & LLI) & Confirmation (level 6& ULC, ULI)  PREP Faculty Meeting (MR 2 & 3) 
 9:30am -11:00am OR  6:30pm - 8:00pm  

 

28 29 30 31 
1 2 3 

(30) PREP Faculty Meeting (levels 1, 3, 4, 5, preschool, Kindergarten) (MR 2 & 3)  6:30pm - 8:00pm or  
(1) PREP Faculty Meeting (levels 1, 3, 4, 5, preschool, Kindergarten) (MR 2 & 3)  6:30pm - 8:00pm 

Sep 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (8) PREP office ï NEW Location - open for catechists (new and returning) 5:30-7:30 pm 

2011 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
PREP classes begin levels 1 through Confirmation (level 6) 
 (12) Walk-in PREP registrations in PREP OFFICE  5:30-7:00 pm 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

(17, 18) Catechetical weekend: ñDo This in Remembrance of Meò 

  Preschool, Kindergarten, PREP classes begin   
Parent Welcome to a NEW PREP YEAR for parents of children in level 1, level 2,  level 3 and Lower Level Initiation in  the  

Cafeteria during class time ï at least one parent to attend; Communion  Parents receive Sacrament Packet  
Communion Packets will ONLY be given out in the Cafeteria.  
Parents of children in levels 1, 3, 4, 5 need attend only one Welcome to a New PREP Year meeting.  

Open House Level 1,  Level 2, Level 3 and Lower level Initiation ï last 15 minutes of class                                                                                                               

Oct 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

1 

Parent Welcome to a NEW PREP YEAR for parents of children in level 4, leve5,  level 6and Upper Level Initiation  in the  

Cafeteria during class time ï at least one parent to attend; Confirmation Parents receive Sacrament Packet 

Confirmation Packets will ONLY be given out in the Cafeteria.  
Parents of children in levels 1, 3, 4, 5 need attend only one Welcome to a New PREP Year meeting.  

Open House Level 4,  Level 5, Level 6 ï last 15 minutes of class                                                                                                               

(1) Safe Environment ñProtecting Godôs Childrenò 9:30 am -12 noon ï Meeting Rooms#2&3 

2011 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
(2) Life Chain; Please participate with your family 

(5) CLE day #1      

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 NO PREP classes  

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
PREP Fall Food Drive sponsored by Confirmation  CLASSES      

FIRE DRILL                                                                                                 

 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 (28) set-up for Sacramental Parent Forum after 3:30 pm 
(29) Sacrament Parent Forum:  8:00am-12:00pm 
        at least one parent of children receiving sacraments to attend 

Nov 

30 31 

1 2 3 4 5 

***ONLY Monday 10/31 NO PREP Classes***      Sunday 10/30 and Tuesday 11/1 will meet 
 (1) ALL SAINTS DAY    - Holy Day of Obligation   

TUE 6: 45 students will attend Mass with family.  

Teachers will be in NARTHEX (vestibule) to take attendance until 6:45. Children will sit with their family for Mass.  

2011  

 
 
 
 
 

TIME 

change 

6 
Fall 
back 
one 
hour 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

(6)Time Change ð Fall back one hour                                                                          

 (6,7) level  3 Halloween Candy collection 
***ONLY Tuesday 11/8 NO PREP Classes*** Sunday 11/6 and Monday 11/7 will meet 
(8) CLE Day #2 ï extended Day 
(12) Catholic Life Congress at Archbishop Carroll HS; 8:15 am - 4:00 pm 

Fourth Grade Food for the Poor;                

 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

(15) level  3 Halloween Candy collection                                                                                             

Confirmandi measured for ROBES during class  

Preschool and Kindergarten TOY Drive begins                    Fourth Grade Food for the Poor continues             

 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26                           Progress Report #1                   

Preschool and Kindergarten TOY Drive continues                Fourth Grade Food for the Poor ends                Thanksgiving Baskets-grade 5                            

Dec 
27 28 29 30 

1 2 3 

1st  Sunday Advent;         NO PREP classes   

revised translation of Roman Missal begins      

2011 
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2nd Sunday Advent;                                 Preschool & Kindergarten TOY Drive ends 
 (8) Immaculate Conception of the BVM ð Holy Day of Obligation  

Penance/Eucharist packets to be returned to Teachers  

 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

3rd Sunday Advent;                                                                                                          
PREP confessions (levels 3-12) MON @ 5:00 & 7:00 pm; TUE @ 7:00 pm SUNDAY families welcome at all confession times 

(14) Parish Advent Penance Rite  
Confirmation packets to be returned to Teachers 

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 4th Sunday Advent 

 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
NO PREP classes;       

(25) Nativity of Our Lord ð Holy Day of Obligation  

Jan 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
NO PREP classes    
(1)Mary, Mother of God 

2012 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 (8) MASS @ Cathedral 2:30 pm  for catechists with Cardinal Rigali 

 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
(19) Confirmation Retreat Volunteers Meeting, 7pm  in MR #2 
 (21) Safe Environment ñProtecting Godôs Childrenò 9:30-12 noon ï Meeting Rooms # 2 & 3 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

(23) March for Life, Washington D.C. 

(25,26) First Penance, 7pm in CHURCH    

(27) Confirmation Retreat set-up  

(28) Confirmation Retreat 8:00 am ï 1:00 pm (families invited to attend Mass at noon) 
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 S M T W T F S                                                                                                          

Feb 

29 30 31 

1 2 3 4 
***ONLY Sunday 1/29  NO PREP classes***        Monday 1/30 and Tuesday 1/31   PREP classes will meet. 

2012 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 ñSoup-erò Bowl Collection                                                            

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Blessed Bundles Presentation   
Distribute Blessed Bundles  GOOD DEED cards (preschool through level 5 )                                                                   

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
NO PREP classes;   Blessed Bundles                                                                                                    
 (22) Ash Wednesday                                                                                               

Mar 

26 27 28 29 

1 2 3 

1st Sunday Lent;                      Progress Report #2                                                                                                                    

(29) 3:30-5:45 pm Confirmation Practice in Church (ONLY 10:00 Mass) 
( 1 ) 3:30-5:45 pm Confirmation Practice in Church (ONLY 1:30 Mass) 

(3 ) Confirmation (10:00 am & 1:30 pm) es  

2012 

 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

    2nd Sunday Lent;    Blessed Bundles                                                          
(10) Cathecatical Convocation at Archbishop Carroll HS 8:15 a.m. ð 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Change  

Clocks 

11 
Spring 
Ahead 

one 
hour 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

 3rd   Sunday Lent; Blessed Bundles    

(11) TIME CHANGE ï Spring ahead one hour  
 (11) Teen Convocation at Bishop Carroll ï CLE Day # 3 
PREP confessions (levels 2-12) MON @ 5:00 & 7:00 pm; TUE @ 7:00 pm      SUNDAY families welcome at all confession times 
(17) Safe Environment ñProtecting Godôs Childrenò 9:30-12 noon ï Meeting Rooms # 2 & 3 

 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

4th  Sunday Lent; Blessed Bundles                                                                    

(19) SOLEMNITY OF ST JOSEPH 
Parish Celebrates FORTY HOURS;             ONLY  MON 6:45 & TUE 6:45 students will attend with family.  
Teachers will be in NARTHEX (vestibule) to take attendance until 6:45. Children will sit with their family. 

 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 5th Sunday Lent; Blessed Bundles ends;     

 

Apr 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 NO PREP classes; Palm Sunday  

(3) Lenten Parish Penance Rite 7:00 p.m. in Church 

2012 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
NO PREP classes; Easter         
(13) CLE day #4                                                                                                            

 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Divine Mercy Sunday 

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28  

May 

29 30 

1 2 3 4 5 

one SUN 8:50 class attends 9:00 am Mass; one SUN 10:20 class attends 10:30 Mass                                                                                                                                                     

(1)  3:30-5:30 Communion Practice in Church(ONLY 9:00 a.m. Mass)  
(2)  3:30-5:30 Communion Practice in Church (ONLY 11:15 a.m.Mass) 
(3)  3:30-5:30 Communion Practice in Church (ONLY 1:30 p.m.Mass) 

(5 ) First Co mmunion Masses (9:00 a.m., 11:15  a.m., 1:30 p.m.)  

2012 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
(8) 7PM-Parish May Procession: all Confirmandi (in robes) and First Communicants (in finery) are invited.  

 TUE Classes attend May Procession(attendance will be taken) ï all Parish families are invited 

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
LAST PREP CLASS                                                    Progress Report #3                                                                   
(17) Ascension of Our Lord ð Holy Day of Obligation                                                                

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26  

Jun 27 28 29 30 31 
1 2 

Pentecost                                                             

2012 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Trinity Sunday 

 (9) Safe Environment ñProtecting Godôs Childrenò 7:00-9:30 pm ï Meeting Rooms # 2 & 3 

 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Corpus Christi Sunday ï Procession to Kerr Park after 12 noon Mass  

 (16) Parish Volunteer Appreciation Dinner  

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
(19,20,21,22,23) Parish Festival ï fun for everyone 
 

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30   

July 
2012 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
  
(4)Good Neighbor Day at Kerr Park ï visit the Parish booth 

 8 9 10 11 12 13 14  

 15 16 17 18 19 20 21  

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28  

Aug 29 30 
1 2 3 4 5 

 

2012 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 (15) Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary ïHoly Day of Obligation 

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26  

 27 28 29 30     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




